April 7, 2011
Dear Parents /Guardians and Seniors,

It is with great enthusiasm that I greet you with important information about our graduation ceremony, which will take place on Thursday, June 2nd at 4:00 P.M. at Merriweather Post Pavilion.  It seems only yesterday that the Class of 2011 were freshmen, but now the end is truly near.  Thanks to everyone for your marvelous support for four years as the staff has worked hard to make Centennial High School such an excellent school.  It is critical that you review the enclosed information carefully; I have highlighted several key areas below. 

Extra tickets – Each senior will receive eight (8) tickets.  Enclosed you will find a form to request additional tickets.  Only if additional tickets are needed, complete and return the enclosed form to Dr. Perkins by Friday, May 6th.  We ask that you list names and relationships of guests using all of your tickets (including the original 8) to ensure that we have a ceremony that truly honors our graduates.  We want to set a dignified tone and hope to avoid “cheering sections.”  Our experience tells us that when students and children are under adult supervision, the tone of graduation is an appropriate one.

A Special Seating Request Form for disabled guests is also enclosed in this letter. Please return this form to the front office by Friday, May 6th.
Please adhere to all stated deadline dates as these are non-negotiable.

Seniors are required to take final exams.  In addition, we have decided that all students benefit when attendance of seniors is required at these events:


Rehearsal:
Thursday, May 26th 9:15 – 10:45 (Auditorium) – Mandatory

Senior Farewell Assembly:
Friday, May 27th, 8:15-10:15 a.m. (Auditorium)


Rehearsal:
Wednesday, June 1st – 2:45-4:15(Auditorium) - Mandatory

Graduation Ceremony:  
Wednesday, June 2nd,  4:00 p.m.
The Senior Awards ceremony is set for May 19th at 7:00 p.m.  We would like all seniors to participate in this activity.  In addition to awards, musical performances and speeches by classmates will be made at this program. Parents will receive notification if their senior is designated to receive an award. 
Students are expected to change work schedules and other obligations to participate in required senior activities because we believe that high school graduation should take the highest priority.  Students may choose not to participate in all graduation activities by putting this in writing to Dr. Perkins by May 6th.
Please monitor your senior’s attendance and grades from now until the end of the year.  Seniors must complete all required courses.  Please don’t allow your child to disappoint you and not qualify for graduation by failing or having credit denied in a class.  Students participate in the graduation ceremony ONLY if they have completed ALL requirements for graduation.

Students are reminded that all school rules and school system policies are in effect at all senior events.  Historically, some students have made serious errors in judgment relating to “senior pranks”, errors that have led to their exclusion from graduation. I would ask all parents to caution their students in this regard.

If you have any question, please feel free to call.  We look forward to sharing this special time with all seniors and their families.

Sincerely,
Carl S. Perkins

Principal

